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My story is one of havmg taken a 360- degree aeronautlcal journey nght back to where | started.

Sharing this with you will provide a comparison between the Eclipse 500 Jet and the Mitsubishi
MU-2 turboprop, and by extension, to other high’pci-forr'nance turboprops as well.

training for MU-2

Ll

MU-2

I've been happily flying MU-2s for the
past 14 years. My Solitaire is the last of
the MU-2 models produced. It is certi-
fied to FL 310 and has a real world 1,325
km range with 45 minutes of reserve.
Th:ottling back somewhat from high-
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that mistake, but the Eclipse siren with her

the years accidents have prompted the
FAA 1o conducr three separate investiga-
tions to assess the safety of the aireraft.
Each investigation gave the aircraft
a clean bill of health. A recent Special

.and buying a VL]? I'd analogize the situa-
tion to the married man who sees a sexy
young thing and forsakes everything in fa-
vor of excitement, regardless of the conse-
quences. Having been married for 43 years
I'm happy to report that I haven't made
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speed cruise at Flight Levels 270 or 280
delivers 290 to 300 knots true air speed
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and annual recurrent training for
drivers to address the issue of le

s than  cute tail certainly turned my head! = ; ] : : ;

Sl My joutney began seven years ago at (dclpcndmg' on temperature and weight)  proficient lef‘)ts flying th(.: aircraft.
isnew Oshkosh when I sat in a mock-up of the while burning 72—73 gph. At 19,000 to  quently, as p]\lots have trained to t
enno  Eclipse 500. Thoughts of being the cap- 21,000 feet cruise spt?eds of 315 to 320 level qur‘ohcicncy there have b
e past  tain of my own jet cruising along at FL knots are th}e norm with 90-plus gallons  MU-2 accidents whatsoever over 1
sal ap- 410 was fntoxicating, especially since I per hour going out the tail pipes. Theres  two years. There is almost unive
of this  could buy the jet for fcss i price oF room for seven passengers, and there’s prov:1| by rhe‘M U-2 community
rcom-  anew piston-powered Baron! An adver- plenty of baggage space as well. Parts are  new training. The aircraft flies like
ot misedel B0l arils NBAAIER readily available, and Mitsubishi support  plex jet and demands a proficient
ramis  range while burning 45 gallons per hour is top notch. The MU-2 has been eco-  the controls. The new training pro

L e il b nomical, reliable and the easiest to main-  a big step forward.

S L e e e s e tain of all the twins I've ever owned. So with all of the above “good
g ship Withisare perse\:rcrancc B ibicee All has not been rosy, however. Over  why would I ever consider jumpi
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e early Eclipse owners.
With \IT‘HUII[U}‘S coming on line as this
article is being written and aircraft being
dc i\-'ercd with gre
ing eliminated.
and tribulations
 lust tor a __|et wrestled with practicality.
1ins; an Eclipse would -ﬂlow me to fly
up 1o 1
i-ucl burn per hnun Bur [hc MLL
more gallons than the Ecli
a fuel capaci
L(;111pen~.att. for the U
lons per houl fucl mmumptlnn After

e the M L had humed on
: rance Coula fly up to

410. thht 1280w deliniin my
non-RVSM certified turboprop. But an
FAA requirement to wear an oxygen mask
when flying single pilot above FL 350
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tempered my enthusiasm for aviating at
these higher aldtudes. Climbing to FL 410




Another big consideration was winter
operations in the Northeast with snow
and ice on the runway. The MU-2 offers
very effective thrust reverse for stopping
on slippery runways. The Eclipse has nei-
ther thrust reverse nor anti-lock braking.
Also, the MU-2’s wing-mounted engines
allowed for easy visual inspection from
the cockpit of the air inlets to ensure that
they were free of ice as well as the oppor-
tunity for visual inspection of the entire
engine in the event of a fire warning light.

I would miss this advantage in the Eclipse
with its rear fuselage-mounted engines.
While neither aircraft offered speed
brakes, the large MU-2 propellers func-
tion as such and slow the aircraft rapidly
when power levers are brought to idle.
Economics and convenience also
played a role in my decision. Even though
the Eclipse went faster on less fuel, when
one considered both the lost opportunity
cost of the extra million dollars tied up in

the Eclipse compared to the MU-2 and

Join these flight students and instructors from the U.S., Bahamas, India, Hong
Kong, Kenya, Norway and Sweden. They are part of the Phoenix East Aviation
team of pilots from countries throughout the world who are flying and
training every day. All of them will soon become professional airline pilots.

A record number of new pilots are now being hired. If you would like to
be one of them, we'll help you reach that goal. Right now is the best time to
start your pilot training — and quickly get hired. As part of the PEA team,
you can count on excellent value — faster training opportunities at a lower
cost, guaranteed airline interviews and new glass cockpit single and
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the increased insurance premiums for a
$1.7 million jet, the MU-2 became the
more economical choice. An added bo-
nus was the fact that not buying the
Eclipse would save $75,000 in state sales
tax and would eliminate the time con-
suming and expensive process of selling
the MU-2 and training in the Eclipse.
Maintenance for the MU-2 was a conve-
nient 30 miles down the highway com-
pared to more remote Eclipse repair sites
at Albany, New York; Gainesville, Florida;
and Albuquerque, New Mexico.

So what did I decide? I sold my Eclipse
position and upgradcd my panel with
WAAS capability, air data computer, ac-
tive traffic surveillance, roll steering, a
new audio panel and a refurbished interi-
ot all for what the sales tax on the Eclipse
would have been! This helped soothe my
wounded heart, but did not diminish my
admiration for Eclipse and what the com-
pany has accomplished. Imagine a twin
jet burning 45-75 gallons per hour of jet-
Al Eclipse is to be commended for its
bold efforts and admirable perseverance.
One can not help but root for “the little
engine that could!” The owner of a high-
performance single, a piston twin or even
some of the slower tulbupmps will ap-
preciate the performance increase of an
Eclipse if he or she can accept the space
and range constraints of this machine.

In summary, lust lost and pracricality
prevailed. My circumstances of already
flying a “near jet” meant that I'd achieve
only modest performance increases with
the Eclipse (15 percent TAS increase at
most). Maximizing range in the Eclipse
would be a trade off with comfort, in thac
wearing a mask was obligatory for long-
range flying. Reduced passenger and bag-
gage space, and loss of thrust reverse for
the slick winter runways here in Maine,
were issues as well. Economics and more
inconvenient maintenance also argued
against the Eclipse. Regrettably, I had to
say goodbye to my cute little mistress. |
realized that my “MU-2 wife” for the past
14 years has been a very capable perform-
et, and polygamy is not allowed! Ah, for
what might have been! A

About Ken Wolf

Ken is an eye surgeon and an ATP rated
pilot with 5,000 hours of flying time. He
lives in Lewiston, Maine, and teaches eye
surgery worldwide aboard the Project Or-
bis DC-10 Flying Eye Hospital. Ken has
been a subscriber to Fying for more than
44 years.
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